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to Her Majeſties Forces by Sea and Land, under 


| the Low- Countries; and the Duke of Ormond, 


_ 


UPON THE 


Ships of TARSHISH. 
SERMON 


Preach'd Deeenr. 3. 1702. in the City of Tork; 


being the Day of Thankſgiving appointed by.the 
QUEEN for the Signal Succeſſes vouchſaf d 


| 


the Command of the Duke of Marlborough, in 


General, and Sir George Rook, Admiral, at Vigo. 
AS ALSO 5 


To thoſe of Her Allies in the preſent War againſt 
| | France and Spain. 


5 "Lc: 


LONDON: 


— _ tha. 


THE - 


Day of the Lord 


Printed for J. Robinſon, at the Golden Lion in St. | 


 PauPs Church-yard, MDCCLI. 
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we are to look back to the 12th Verſe, For 
| the Day of the Lord of Hoſts all 
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upon every 


1 


| -— Andupon all the Ships of Tarſhiſh. _ 


* 


— 
* * -- 
. 3 * 


| their high Towers, and fenced 


The je Ship of” Tarſhiſh Defro 'd. 


1 5 univerſal Spreading of Chriſts Kingdom 


through the Gentile World was a moſt Glorious Act 


of Grace; but was attended with a ſevere Juſtice in 
cutting off for a long Time thoſe who had claim'd 
the moſt Ancient Title of being the Peculiar People 
03 God. | | - 

This awful Diſpenſation the Holy God accounts 
for, and juſtifies, in that T 9 firſt eſtranged 
themſelves fc him, in Verſ. 8, 9. Therefore than haſt 
forſaken thy Peoples, the Ho» je of Jacob, becauſe, they 
be repleniſh'd fon "the Faft, and are "Sooth/agers like 
the Philiſtines, &c. Theſe juſtly provok'd a Jealous 


God to Arm himſelf with a Terrible Majeſty againſt 


them; Verſ. 10. Enter into the Rock, and hide thee 
in ge 1 . Feay of, the Lord, and for the Glory of 


ws nd ES they WY ſo ond of Frogndſticators, 
he ſends his Prophet to Prognoſticate to them a 


Fatal Day coming upon them, and upon all the 
Proud and Obſtinate in their Wickedneſs, and to 


Mark out to them their ſeveral Lying Refuges, which 
de would level the Arrows of his Vengeance againſt; 


and amongſt the reſt the Ships of Tarfhiſh are doom'd, 50 


Ver. Ta; 15, 6. that is God would humble them both 


by Land and Sea, in the Field, and 1 in their Fenced 


Then. \\ ADP 


Thus a Kigtitzond God 2 check A the — 2 


neſs of France : He has made the Sword of War as 
bis Ax to bew down their tall Cedars, and rd 


Oubc, many af their lofty: Commanders and Offners; 
bas: levelld their Mountains, has made Breaches on 
Walls; has all the laſt 


summer Chaſed their Ships on the Seas, and at laſt 
Arreſted a whole Fleet at once. | — 
24 . This 


WF: 6  Thaitfghving 8 Serbon. 3 


This Wonderful and moſt Glorious Current of 
Succeſs on our Side, has mov'd the Heart of our 
moſt Gracious Sovereign Queen ANNE, to make 

Her Kingdoms reſound with the Praiſes of God. ; 
our great Deliverer. That we may do the part of 
good Subjects, and Chriſtians, in this National Con- 
cert, I have choſen this Text to deſcant upon 3 but 
before I can let you into the Deſign of it, I muſt 
open the Words, in anſwering ſomewhat to the fol- 
lowing Query. 

What are we to underſtand by the Ships of N 
? I anſwer, | | BH 

Firſt, If we reſpect their Cargo, they were ety = 
che Plate-Fleet of thoſe Times: Thirſt after Silver 
and Gold is no new Diſtemper of our Days; in all KB 
Ages Men have been willing to take Dangerous and 
Tedious Voyages for this Vile Duſt : The mighty 
Waters, Men have expos'd themſelves on, have not 
been able to quench this inſatiable Appetite. | 

But to ſhew that it is not any fondneſs of my own 
Invention that makes me put à force on the Text =_ 
to humour the preſent Occafion, I ſhall prove from —___ 42 
ſeveral Scriptures, that the Ships of Tarſbiſb were filth = 
28 were ſent for, or that benen, Silver and Ba = 
See 1 Kings 9. 26. And Solomon made 2 Navy - nn 
Ships in Ezion-Geber, which. it beſides Eloth, n id 
Shore f the Red - Sa, in the Land of Edom; hers | 
v. 28. They. came to Ophir, and feten d from hence 
Gold; compare this with c. 10. v. 22. For the King 

aer Se 4 Navy of Tharſhiſh, with the] Nav * f 
Hiram; once in Three Years came. the Navy of That- 
fhiſh, bringing Gold and Silver. So, c. 22. v. 48. Je- 
hoſhaphat wade Ships of Tharſhiſh 10 go to Ophir for 
_ but 2 went not, for their Ships were broken at 


en 3 2 Exion- 


4 The Ships of Tarſhiſh Deſtroy'd. 
Ezion-Geber. See 2 (hro. 20 36, 37. And be join d 
himſelf with kim to make Slips to go to Tharſhiſh; z-and - 
how plain is that in Jer. 10.9. Silver ſpread into Plates 
#s broug hi from Tarſhiſh, and Gold from Uphaz ? So 
Ezek. 27. 12. Tarſbiſh was thy Merchant, by Reaſon of 
the Multitude of all kind of Riches. Theſe are enoug 
to Diſcover that theſe Ships of Tarſhiſh, were a Plate- 
Rr. 
P If we e reſpect the Shore which: theſe Ships 
paſt to and from, we may conſider the Opinion of 
the Learned: 
x. Some think that Terſhiſh is the ſame with Tar- 
; ſus, the place of Paul's Nativity, Ad. 22. 3. This 
1 was a great Port of Cilicia, which anciently had 
= ſome Dominion of the Mediterranean Sea. Hencs 
the whole Mediterranean Sea is ſometimes called 
Tarſhiſh, and every Navy that Sails in that Sea 
may thence receive their [Denomination of Ships 
of Tarſhiſh. Thus ſome underſtand Tarſhiſh in Jon. 
1. 3. A great (4) Author queſtions whether any 
N other Sea, properly ſo ſtibd, was known in Solomon 8 
"= Time, but the Mediterranean, which is called 20e 
great Sea, Numb. 34. 6. Joſh. 1. 4. and the utmoſt 
| Sea, Deut. 11. 24. and 34. 2. becauſe he thinks it 
was not only the fartheſt Boundary of the Land 
of Canaan on the Weſt, but that it was the tar- 
theſt Sea they had any Notice of. os 5 
However this is certain, that TarſhiÞ.is the Nees 
of ſome certain Place upon the Sea, Famous for its 
Traffick with Merchants, as may be gather d from 
Ta. 23: 6, 10, Paſs . over o Tarſhiſh, Cowl 4 In- 


5 «5 # See Dr. Edwards on the Excetlng and Toei, 
of the Scriptures, Vol. 3. p. 194, 195. 


ba bitants 
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i the Iſle, &c. Soc. 66. v. 19. . | 
27. 12. 

2. Some think that Tarſhiſh is the ſame with Ter 
teſſuc, an Ancient Town of Spain, near the Mouth 
of the River Betis, in an Illand, where (5) Cadiz 
is a convenient Port for the Exporting the Rich 
Metals brought down the River Betis. (c) Tarteſſus 
was anciently the Name of Cadiz, where the Spaniſh 
Fleet and Galleons arrive with Gold and Silver from 
America. A late Learned Commentator ſays, That 

* we may well think Tarſbiſo to be Spain, or that 
Part of it which was moſt frequented by the Phoe- 

* nicians, viz. about Gades and Tarteſſus. In Ger. 
10. 4. we read that Tarſhiſh was the Name of one 
of the Sons of Javar, whole Poſterity ſettled. in 
Spain, as Writers ay. 

Tarſhiſh or Tarſis neither peopled Gilicia, nor the Coaſt 
about ( art hage, as ſome of the Antients thought; but 
as Euſebius, and from him, our Broughton, and lately 
Boc hart, have obſerv'd, from him came the Iberi in 
Spain; which Name of Veri came, as Bochart thinks, 
from the Phœnicians, who call'd the Bounds and 
utmoſt Limits of any thing Ebrim or Ibrim, a Word 
often us d in the Syriac Verſion of the Pſalms, 
and New Teſtament ; from whence it is not unlike- 
ly that tlie Spaniards were called by the Name of 
Iberi, becauſe they were thought to poſſeſs the ut- 
moſt Ends of the Earth Weſtward, 

The Famous Bocbart ſhews how the Hebrew Name 
Tarſhifh might be N by the Phcenicians into 


6 ) See Pool's Annotations | on Eck 27.1 2. 
ee Biſhop Patrick on Gen. 10. 
LE ) The ting OY Diftonar, By Mr. 7. ” 


Tate, 


z 


5 The Ships of Tarſhiſh Deſtroy d. 
Tarteſſus That Tarteſſus, properly ſo call'd, is in 
an Iſland on the Mouth of Betis, and that Gades 
was ſometimes called by that Name: That Tarteſ- 
ſus, Gades and Erythia, were Names ſo promifcu- 
oully us'd by the Antients, that twas hard for any 
to diſtinguiſh them. And it we confider that in 
former Times Spain abounded in Rich Mines of 
Silver, and other Metals, it might be one of the 
Places the Tyrians traded to for Silver, and pro- 
bably was the Tarſbiſo which the Prophet Exzekzel 
calls their Merchant, c. 27. v. 12. That great Man 
Bochart iays, That the Phœnicians are thought to 
have ſail'd into Spain from ſeveral Authors, and 


1 » 1 * 


Lide Bochart. Phaieg. l. 3. c. 7. Tarteſſus eſt regio circa 
* Betis oſtia; circa hæc loca videtur fuifle Tarſis. 
5 Vide etiam ejus Canaan, J. 1. c. 34. p. 606. Edid. ult. 
triplex eſt Tarteſſus apud veteres; una proprie dicta, in Inſula 
ad Betis oſtia, qui & ipſe Tarteſſus de nomine urbis dictus 
eft: Duæ fic dictæ xa7exgnrmos Carteia nimirum & Gades. 
Vide p. 609. Ex Plinio & Solino, ſcimus, Pœnis, Gaddir, id 
ipſum apud Græcos Gadera, Romanis Gades, Arabibus 
Kades, Hiſpanis Cadis vel Calis, v. p. 613. Tarteſſi, Ga- 
dum, & Erythix nomina veteres tam promiſcue uſurpanr, 
ut illas inter ſe diſt inguere non fit cujuſvis. EFT 
P hcnices in Hiſpaniam & uſq; Gades Naviglaſſe cre- 
duntur. — De Hiſpaniæ opulentia maxime circa Gades 
— cum Homerus aliquid inaudiviſſet ex indicio Phœ- 
nieum, campos Ely ſios ibi deicripfir, & Beatorum inſulas. 
1 ſuppofe Bochart may intend the following Verſe, 
£6 H Aug ey toli o/ 9 E yang. Oayſ. A. Iin. $63. | 
Non puto (4s be goes on) quenquam eſſe qui non videt 
Tarſis vel eſſe Hiſpaniam, vel Hiſpaniz pee quam Tyrii 
maxime frequentabant, Gades nimirum & Tarteſſum in 
toco Ezekiclis.quo Iy rum ita; compellat. c. 24. 12. Vide 
3 Fhaleg. J. 3. c. 7. RE Os | STD 
—_—  - | con- 
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concludes that Tit was either Spain, or that part 
of Spain which the Hriau: much frequented, wiz, 
Gales and Tarteſſus. : 

The Fleet which the Engliſh and their Allies took 
at Vigo was deſign d for Gades or Cadiz, there to 
have unloaded its rich Cargo ; but God order'd them 
to another Port, that he might avenge us on theſe 
Ships of Tarſbiſh. | 

My Text ſtands as # Rock in all Ages, for the 
Ships of Tarſbiſh to ſplit upon, when Men make 
them their Confidence, or when they will not ſtrike 
Sail to the Church's Flag. In our Time we have ſeen 
this Scripture literally fulfill d, Fhe Day of the 
Lord of Hoſts upon the Ships of Taxſiſh, the Plate 
Fleet of Spair. 

3. Some others think we may underſtand. the 
Wards improperly, Theſe being the Richeſt and: 
Stouteſt Ships, ta bring and ſecure their Treaſures, 
they might be put for all other Naval Forces, as: 
the greater may give Name to the reſt. Thus they 
underſtand the Ships of Tarſiiſb in Pſal. 48. 7. 
i. e. the Biggeſt and the Gallanteſt Shins. Metaphori- 
cally they may fignifie all the Power, and Grandeur, 
and Riches, that Men pride themſelves in. This 
uſeful Senſe. feems not excluded by the Context, as 
it immediately follows in v. 14. Aud the Loftineſs of 
Mer ſhall be how's down, and the Hanghtineſs of Men: 
fhall be made low; for we cannot think that it is upon 
any other Account, that God threatens their Moun- 
tains, and Towers, and fenced Walls, and. Ships, 
but as they were made the Occaſions of their Pro- 
phane Neglects and Cantempts of Almighty. God. 
And thus we are at laſt led into the Senſe of the 
Words, which we may have n in the 


following rene vi. 
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8 The Ships of Tarſhiſh Deſtroy d. 
Dat it is the Day of the Lord pon the Enemy, that 
humbles and breaks his Pride and Power. 
= Ships are the Pride of Maritime Nations, who 
are Ambitious to be Rich in Naval Stores, and to 
; rear Marks of their Grandeur upon the watery Ele- 
ment, by the vaſt Navies, which they are at great 
Pains and Expences to equip out. | 4 
The pleaſant Pictures mention'd in the latter 
Part of my Text ſome think were the curious car- 
ved Work, . the Images, and rich Paint, with which 
they beautify'd and adorn'd' their Ships. Prophane 
Authors obſerve how they (g) gilded them; their 
Fore-Decks with Names more ſwelling than the Waves 
they mounted on; their Hind-decks with their Tu- 
telar Gods. SES | 
Io flouriſh in Theſe was the Pride of Bre, for 
which God threatned her, JJ. 23. 9. The Lord of 
Hoſts has purpos'd it to ſtain the Pride of all Glory. 
And ſince, it has been too much the Aſpiring and 
Ambition of other Nations to multiply Ships: 
Theſe waft their Fame abroad, and make them look 
ears. 
Theſe are the Strength and Bulwark of a Nation; 
they keep up Trade, and Commerce, and Alliances, 
and bring in Riches: Theſe guard their Coaſts more 
ſtrongly than Stone Walls: Theſe were the Strength 
of Tre, That madethe Harveſt of the River, her Revenue, 
EO EA a gone C2 I | 
y Bur Maſe. God can diſable and ſhatter when he 
pleaſes; one Day of the Lord of Hoſts will proſtrate 


=_ 


i 


| 6) Aurato 9 e puppis. Virg. Eu. 10. 

Puppe procul ſumma Vigilis poſt terga Magiſtri 

- Haſerat auratæ genibus Medea Mines ue. 
Vid. Selen de Diis Syris, Sntag. 2. c. 16. all 
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all this Strength into a howling Waſte, I/. 23. will 
blaſt all this Vainglory, and bring a diſmal Night 
upon them. When good Jehoſhaphat plac d ſo much 
Confidence in his Navy, as to forget that an unlaw- 
ful Confederacy with Ahaziah might ſink it, God 
ſent his Word to break all his Works at Ezion-Geber. 
2 Chro. 20. 37. The Great Names of the Enemies 
Fleet, as L' Aſſure, Le Solide, Le Fort, and Le Su- 
perbe, &c. received an eaſie Confutation on that Day 
of the Lord. | $4 | 


But that I may open my Way to Application 
I ſhall inquire, 0; 


W What is meant by the Day of the Lord? 
II. Why is it ſo calld ? 
III. Why ſuch a Day will undo the Enemy ? 


I. What is meant by the Day of the Lord? 

We are not to underſtand either a Natural. or 
Artificial Day, as if God had by this. Commination 
oblig'd himſelf to do Execution upon his Enemies 
in the ſpace of Twelve or Twenty-four Hours. 
Day is not here put for it ſelf, but for what paſſes 
in it, and ſignifies ſome awful Acts of God's Provi- 
dence, ſome remarkable Executions of his Juſtice, 
that declar'd him awak d to Judgment, and come out 
of his place to Puniſh, and to proceed in ſome wrath- 
ful Diſpenſations : It is the Day of the Lord upon 
his Foes, when he comes forth againſt them arm d 
with Vengeance to vindicate his Honour in their 
Deſtruction. fg te ET. 


8 II. Why 


xo The'Ships-of Tarthiſh Defroy d. 


II. Why is ſuch a Method of Judicial Providence 
rd the Pay orebetEotd > | 
1. In. oppoſition to the Day of the Wicked; they 
have a time in the World which they think and call 
their own: But Almighty God will have his time, 
as they have theirs. 3 
Firſt, They have a Day of Patience and Impunity, 
wherein they do what they Will, and there appears 
none to Controul or Hinder them. God holds his 
Pt ace, and holds his Hand till they think that he is 
lihe to themſelves, Pſal 50. 21. God ſeems as one A- 
{leep, as one that neither Hears, nor Sees, or as an 
unconcern'd  SpeCtator : The Wicked deſign, and 
ſucceed, and proſper in their Wickedneſs; they com- 
mit Sin, and deſerve to Die; but yet Sentence is not 
ſpeedily executed, Eccl. 8. 11. They areftill repriev'd ; 
they have a Day of Connivance, Permiſſion and Li- 
berty, of Eaſe and Pleaſure; they have their Life: lime 
r SET 6-00 

Secondly, A Day of Reign and Triumph, wherein 
all Things make for them, and they ſeem to carry all 
before em, as if God had left the Government of the 
World to them: They are uppermoſt in the World, 
Lord it over the Righteous, and think thernſelves too 
Big for Reproof or Cenſure; it is their Day of Inte- 
reſt. and Authority. God ' ſuffers it for ſome holy 
and wiſe Ends of his Providence; Thjs ic jour Hour, 
and Power of Darkneſs, Luke 22. 53. ſays Chriſt to 


thoſe that apprehended hin. 

Our French Adverſaty has had his Day of Proſpe- 
rous Perfidiouſneſs, and Triumphant Cruelty : He 
has long Reign in Perfecution, and is grown Old 


A. — Sos 11 


in Tyranny: But now his. Day is drawing towards 
Evening, and methinks the Shadows of it do Increaſe 3 
the Day of the Lord is now upon him, a Day of his 


Vindictive Juſtice has now ſeiz d him: A Day of 


Wrath, and the Revelation of God's . Rzehteous Jag 


ment, has now overtaken the haughty Oppreſſor. 


*Tis ſo call 'd, 

2. From the Speedineſs of God's Vengeance; God 
needs but a Day, a ſhort Time, to overturn thoſe 
Mighty Works that the Enemy has been framing 
theſe. many Years : Though he is ſlow to Anger, 


yet when his Anger does break out tis as ſwift as a. 


devouring Flame: Though he be many Years pre- 
paring his Arrows, yet when he Shoots they fly like 


Lightning : Though. his Preparations be Slow, yet 
his Executions have an awful Quickneſs : He that 


waits ſo long to no Purpoſe, has nothing to do 
but to Strike when he comes to puniſh the Abuſe 
of his Patience and Mercy, ._ 

At the Expence of one Sigh he can rid himſelf of 


his Adverſaries, I/. 1. 24. Ah, I will eaſe my ſelf. of 

Adverſaries ; by a Turn of his Hand, by a Word 
of his: Month, 'by a Breath of his Noſtrils, by an, 
Act of his Will, he can disburthen the Nations. of 
their common Diſturber. By a Look out of the 


Cloud he troubl'd the whole Hoſt of the Egypt iant, 


took. off their Charjot Wheels, and overwhelm d them 
in the Waters all at once, Exod. 14. 24, 25. He threat- 


ned to conſume a Stiff- necked People. in a Moment, 


C. 33. V 5. Sodom was. overthrown in a Moment, 
Lam. 4. 6. The fame Hour was the thing fulfill d upon 
Nebucbadneꝛgar, that it was threatned, Dan. 4. 33˙ 


That very Night that Belſbauzar 's Fatal Doom was 
Interpreted to him, it was executed on him, C. 5. J. 30. 
C 2 After 
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After God had borne with the Jews unbelief about 
Forty Years, what ſpeedy Havock was made of chem. 
in the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem? 
The Grand Enemy of Chriſtendom has been long 
riſing to that height of Power and Inſolence, as to 
Boaſt of giving Peace to Europe, and Laws to the 
World: But how ſuddenly has God ſtain d the Pride 
of his Forces by Sea and Land! The Wicked may 
think they have ſure Footing, and that all is Terra 
Firma under them, but ſurely God has ſet them in ſlip- 
pery Places, Pſal. 73. 18. O that we may be ſo thank- 
ful, as that we may have further Reaſon to ſay with 
Wonder and Praiſe, How are they brought into Heſer 
lation as in 4 Moment, V. 19. | 
3. From the Brightneſs of his Majeſty at ſuch & - 
time: when his Appearance is ſo ſenſible that every 
one ſays, this is the Lord's doing! This is the Finger 
of God! He ſo Iiluminates ſuch a Day with the. 
Beams of his Glorious Majeſty, as will make Men 
afraid, and. run into the Holes of the Rock, and Cauer 
of the Earth, Ifa. 2. 19. It will be a Bright Day in- 
deed, when the Blind Enemies ſhall ſee that there is 
2 God above them, and a God againſt them: When 
by Illuminations at their own Coſt, God makes them. 
read his provoked Fury, and gives his People a Day 
of Gladneſs : it muſt needs be the Day of the Lord, 
which he makes to ſhine with the diſplay of his Glo- 
rious Attributes, and Wonderful Providence. 
When the Barbarians ſaw the Viper faſter d on- 
Paul's Hand, they thought it ſo Conſpicuous, that 
Guili purſu'd him, that with aſſurance they concluded; 
No doubt wid Man is a Murderer, whow, though he 


bas. 
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hat eſcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffers not to live, As 
28. 3, 4. Was it not ſuch a viſible Arreſt on the 
Trend Fleet, and Spaniſp Galleons, that we may ſay, 
though they eſcap d at Cadix, yet Vengeance would 
not ſuffer them to live at Vigo: 5 
The Day which God has brighten'd with ſo ma- 
ny wonderful Epiphanies for us, we ſhould make to. 
ſhine with the Light of our Praiſes and Good Works; 
twould be an ill Omen to cloud it with the steams 
of Gluttonny and Drunkenneſs, as if we obferv'd. 
Bacchanalia, rather than celebrate d the Magualia 
Dei. 
From the Determitllench of that Time when 
God will march in a Way of Judgment againſt his 
obſtinate Enemies. A Day is ſometimes put for an 
appointed Time, a choſen Seaſon, when God ſees 
his Enemies moſt ripe for Judgment, and his Peo-- 
ple molt fit for Mercy. We read of a Set Time for 
Sion's Deliverance, *Pſa. 102. 13. No doubt the 
Time of reckoning' with his Foes, and delivering” 
ofhis Church; is order'd and fix'd by the wiſe Coun: 
ſel of his Will ; and therefore called the Day of 
the Lord of Hoſts, becauſe it is appointed, and can 
be foretold, by none but him; and this leads to the 


HI Query, Why ſuch a Day will be Fatat to ttoſe 
whom it overtakes ? For, 

1. None can prevent him of that Day. As it is 
not in Man's Power to create or predict ſ uch a. 
Day, ſo he cannot hinder the Futurity of it: By! 
all his Foreſight and Power he cannot make ſuch 
a Day uncertain. . | 
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Mag may promiſe: himſelf a Day, which he may 
never ſee for he has no Way to make it ſure be- 
forehand to him. The beſt that can be ſaid of 
Mens Day, is that it g come; but of God's Day 
it is always ſaid, it hall come. Let Men forbid it 
never ſo much, and deprecate it never ſo boldly, let 
em put it as, far from their Thoughts as they can, 
let em lay in all the Proviſion, they can againſt; it, 
yet the Day of the Lord ſhall come upon his Ene- 
mies. Tho! it ſeem never {q, unlikely, tho they 
flatter themſelves it never will, yet it ſball, come to 
paſs. God will not forget his own Day to 
ſhew himſelf Glorious. He is too Righteous to for- 
get the Demands of his Juſtice, on his Enemies, 
and too Gracious to neglect the Neceiſities of his 


People on ſuch a Day. 


Secondly, God will prevail on ſuch a Day. When 
he. ariſes to ſhake terribly the Earth; what ſtrong Halds 
can ſtand. before him? I/. 2.21. When he, blows 
with his Eat Wizd,:no Ships of Tarſhjſh;can, wear, 
ther out the Storm. It is the, Day of the, Lord's Anger, 
who can ſtand before him when he is angry? 
What's an Army of, Worms againſt the Lord: of 


Hoſts? | 

. Tis a Day ,reſery,d for himſelf, to, get himſelf a 
Glorious Name, that will make his, Foes. to dread, 
it, and his Friends to Iovg, adore, and praiſe, it. He 
diſapppinted. our, Nauꝝ at (adix, to exceed our Ex · 
pectations from it at, Lig SP e e 


And he congſuded our Victories this Vear with the, 


viſible Conduct of his own Hand, that, we might 
praiſe him as the AID and Omega of them * 
(24:5 | ES ſa. 
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Ja. 2. 11, 17. tis proncuncd no Teſs than twice, 
Ihe Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that Day © 
But now to make ſome Improvement of this 
Truth, that we may better perform the Duty which 
Divine Providence and our Eretiſh Deborah, calls 
us to; I ſhall apply it in a few Inferences 'and Di- 
rections. | i 
I. Then this may make it Day in our Souls when 
all is Night about us; this may give us Light inthe 
darkeſt Providences; this may entertain us with ſome 
bright Proſpecs Beyond all the Malice and Power 
of the Euemiès ; this may be Food to our Faith, 
and raiſe our Hopes above all Difcoittagemients. © 
From that *approaching Day We may fetch Beanis to 


Field, or flying before us, 'cou'd we k 4 
ſuch a Day of the Lord will me; it wou'd © 
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us with more Fortitude through the many Days and 
Nights of Diſtreſs, that an Enemy may cauſe us in 
the mean time. | 


II. Then we ſhou'd take Care that the Time of 
God's Mercies may not be a Day of Provocation to 
him. One wou'd think it very ftrange that a Peo- 
ple ſhou'd be fo ungrateful to God, and ſo regard- 
leſs of their own Intereſt, as to offend him at a Time 
when he is loading them with Victories and Tri- 
umphs. 3 Ps PS EE. 

Such was the ill Temper of the Iſraelites: Though 
they were maintain'd in the Wilderneſs by a Courſe 
of Miracles for the ſpace of Forty Tears, yet they 
made all that Time as One continu'd Day of Provo- 
cation to God. 8 | 

If we ſhou'd now conſider how far we have imi- 
tated them, it wou'd turn this Place into a Bochim, 
and our Jubilee into a Day of Lamentation. 

Though if. ſome Clouds did fall in Penitential 
Tears, it wou'd make our Day the brighter, and 
more chearful ; the Jewiſh. Paſſover, which was a 
_ thankful Commemoration of their Redemption from 

Egypt, was eaten with bitter Herbs: We. are this Day 
to give Thanks to God for the manifold Deliverances 
he has lately wrought for us; it wou'd give a ſweeter 
Reliſh of them, if our Euchariſtical Sacrifice was 
now mingled. with a very Bitter Remembrance of 
former ill Deſervings: This ſurely wou'd mend our 


Carriage to him for time to come... _ 
How diſingenuous will it be, now to. provoke 
him who has oblig d us at the Coſt of Spain and 
France? Can we now cheaply offend him? Would 


A T bankſgiving Sermon. 17 
it not be dangerous? How ſoon cou'd he turn his 
Hand off from the Enemy upon us, and make Vi- 
ctory change Sides? If we improve not our Victo- 
ries in a due Reformation, we may ſoon loſe more 
than we have won. Becauſe God has been fo free 
of his Merczes to us; we ſhon'd not make more bold 
with his Holineſs to fin againſt him. If this ſo-often- 
deliver'd Nation ſtill revel it in Drunkenneſs, and 
other Exceſſes, we may haſten the Day of the 
Lord upon us, that will bring our Enemies to revel 
it in our Blood and Treaſures. 5 
Victory is an uncertain Thing, and the beſt Way to 
ſecure it to us, is not to fall out with God, who is our 
beſt Ally. „ 2 


III. Then we ſhou d make it a Day of Praiſe to 
our great Deliverer. Our Work this Day is not to 
magnifie our Armies and Fleet, (tho the Gallantry 
of our Commanders and Soldiers cannot be menti- 
ond without Honour to their Memories:) but to 
rejoice in God's Favour to us, and give Glory to 
his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, that have been 
wonderfully diſplay'd ſo oft as we have been deli- 
verd. Let us now ſing, Not to us, Lord, but unto thy 
Name, give Glory, for thy Mercy, and thy Truth's, ſake. 
Let us now tell how Gracious he is in hearing our 
Prayers; how Faithful in performing his Promiſes to 
his Church; how Righteous he is toplead the beſt 
Cauſe; how Terrible he is in taking Vengeance on his 
Proud and Stubborn Adverſaries; how Fit he is to be 
Truſted in; how Worthy heis of all the Obedience 
and Homage that his Creatures can pay to him. Let 
us declare his Merciful Wonders, till our own Hearts 
and others be inflam'd with Love and Gratitude to him. 
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God has regald the Nation for ſome Time with 
rei er of Glad-tidings: Few Poſts but brought 
us ſome welcome News, inſotnuch that as it was 
reported our Enemy of France wou'd ſometimes. 
ſtorm, and in his wonted Pride demand, Shall L ne- 


ver hear good News from Italy? But all was heap'd. 
upon us; the Ears and Mouths of the People have 


been fill'd with grateful Reports all this Campagn.. 
God has not been for us in one Place, and againſt. 
us in another; his Ways towards us have been all of 
a piece: And "what baſe Hearts ſhall we have if 
they do not eccho to this Harmony of Providence? 
Now when we come to caſt up our Accompts, and 
ſee what we owe to God, ſhall we murmur to pay 
him his Tribute? This wou'd be to wiſh that we 
ow'd him nothing, and then we might as well wiſh- 
we had received nothing from him: For a Debt of 
Thankfulneſs neceſſarily reſults from every Mery that 
he gives; and ſhall we act as if we wou d throw him his 
Mercies back again, rather than bleſs him for them? 
Our Souls are ſtrangely diſtuned, if ſmooth Diſpen. 


ſations do not form us for his Praife. O awake dull : 


Sauls ! Awake to praife the Lord. 


I. Bleſs God that ſuch Mercies are: not yet paſt 
with England; did we not think often, and had we 


not reaſon to fear, that we had ſinn d them all away? 
© weep for Joy that one Jubilee moreſhou'd be ſeen - 


in this ſinful Land! 


_ Had it been a Day of the Lord's Wrath did not 
we deſerve it? And muſt not we have juſtify” d him? 
But that it ſnou d be a Day of the Lord's Vengeance 


upon our Enemies, and of his JN to 4, B d 
not we wonder and adore? 


Our 


a * 


our Thankfulneſs: But that Mercy, arm'd with Om- 


we celebrate it this Day ? 


all our good Days, and ſhall we not know how to 7 


He has outdone our Prayers and Hopes, we ſhou'd 
now outdo our former felves in thankful Returns 


— 
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Our own Guilt told us plainly that the Juſtice of 
God pleaded againſt us, as if we heard with our Ears: 3 
But our Deliverance tell us as plainly, that Mercy has | 1 
over-rul'd the Plea, and prevail'd for us. Lord, that 4 
Mercy, ſo often abus d by Ergland, ſhould ſtill be | 
Englands Advocate! How can we forbear to extol = 
If Mercy had only ſpar'd and repriev'd us, ifMer- 


| 

| 2 

cy had only continued us a Nation, tho' under poor 1 
ä b 


and declining Circumſtances, this would have oblig'd 


nipotency, on our Behalf ſhou'd ſet up its Standard 
for us by Land, and hang out its Flag for us 
at Sea, and wreſt Vidories for us out of the Hands 
of Juſtice, that had been incens'd by us, as well as by 
our Enemies; with what lofty Strains of Praiſe ſhou'd 


God has been better to us than our Deſerts, than 
our Fears, than our Expectations; and ſhall we not 
now rejoice in his Bounty to us? What! one Thankſ- 
giving-Day more after we thought we had outliv'd 


improve it? When we that Mercy towards us, behold 
a new Fund open'd for us! It ſeems we were but at 
the End of our Faith, and not at the utmoſt Bounds of - 
his Goodneſs ; which has laid a new Train of Succeſles, _ 
reaching almoſt from the beginning to the end of the 22 
O Praiſe the Lord, for his Mercy. endures for eder. 


* — ” * 
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IT. It ſhould not be only for a Day, that we praiſe. 
him. This Day of the Lord upon our Enemies laſt- 
ed many Months, and ſhall our Returns for it be at an 
end, in the ſpace of One Day? Shall we be ſo ſhort- 
Z % 

We miglit ſpend the Day in rehearſing the Righteous 
AFs of the Lord for us; what Time then wou'd be left 
to expreſs our Gratitude for them? The Reafon why 
we have ſo few Thankſgiving Days is, becauſe our 
Thankfulnefs is for the moſt part over by Night : 
But the thankful Frames we expreſs on ſuch a Day 


as this, ſhould never wear of, As hanging down 


the Head like a Bulruſh for a Day only, 1s no true 
Humiliation, fo it is not truly a Thankseiving-Day that 
expires in a few grateful Expreſſions of our Lips. 
To breathe out all our Gratitude in a few Hours 
time, is a Sign that it was never deep, and from the 
Heart. 5 f | . 

If we ſpeedily return to a Courſe that is a Pro- 
vocation and Diſhonour to God, we do but more 
ſolemnly mock him this Day. Do we ſincerely 
thank him, whom we care not how ſoon we diſob- 
lige? How do we truly praiſe God when we live as 
if we diſlik'd him? As if none of his Ways pleas d 
us? How do we praiſe his Excellencies, if we will 
not imitate them ? If we preſently go to contradict 
and affront them ? | | | 
_ Thankſgiving is not the Work of one Day only: 

That ſmall! Portion of Time may ſerve publickly and 
ſolemnly to acknowledge our Obligations, to reſolve 
to anſwer them, and to beg Grace that we may keep 
our Reſolutions: But then on ſuch a Day as this 

VP 
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we do little more than Promiſe; when the Day * 


over, Performance is yet to come; a Subſtantial 
Gratitude 1 in a Life of e and good Works. 


III. We would ſee that our Thankfilneſs bear 
ſome Proportion to the Mercies which this Day 


we commemorate. Twould be generous to deviſe 
ſomewhat worthy of them, and not to be pleas d with 


any lower Offerings. 
lt were eaſie to magnifie the moſt ordinary Favours, 
from a View of our ſelves. If we conſider what an 


ill deſerving People we are, we cannot call the Fa- 


vours little that are beſtowed on us. But when 
Mercies are great in themſelves, we need not Cir- 
cumſtances to aggrandize them. We had no Reaſon 
to expect ſuch great Things at God's Hand, and we 
ſhould take the Meaſures of our Thankfulneſs from 
the Largeneſs of the Occaſions. | 

The Day of the Lord in Italy, in the LomCoun- 
tries, and on the Ships of Tarſbifh at Vigo, has hum- 
bled the lofty Looks of an Enemy that has many 
Years troubled the World with his boundleſs Am- 
bition. 

It was a Day big with Vengeance on Hai and 
Spain; like the Trojan Horſe it broke out with a 


whole Army of Miſchiets upon them. It has over- 


tarn'd all their Meaſures, and Deſigns for the next 
Cimpagn, has neceſſitated new Counſels, and ſcarce 


left room for them. It has caus d Diviſions, Mutinies:- 
and Diſcontents, among one part of the Enemy ; 


has much impoveriſh'd and diſanimated them all; 
and has fill'd the World with Reports of their fab. 
ling State. 


It: 
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It was a Day as big with Mercies to us; it has 
:rais'd our Glory abroad ;; it has ſtrengthen'd our Al- 
liances, and will increaſe them; it has given us new 
Life and Courage at home; it facilitates our further 
Victories over them. This Day of the Lord has gi- 
ven us a Proſpect of rauy Days, many Tears, Safety 
From an inſulting, incroaching, Neighbour. _ 

And now if we be ſo truly thankful as to ſecure 
to our ſelves another ſuch Campagn as we have had 
this laſt Summer, we may hope to hear it ſaid in a little 
time, that France and Spain have neither Men, nor 
Money, nor Ships, to give us any further Diſtur- 
ä W "HELEN | 
Z Who cou'd have bleſt us with ſuch a Day as 

this? Not our Army, not our Navy, not our Al- 

lies, but the Bleſſing of God upon them. So many 
ſtrong Holds taken in the Low-Conntries ! O praiſe 
the Lord, whoſe Omnipotence was an impregnable 

Fortreſs, and ſerong Hold, to us! Almoſt as many 

Nicbories Won, as Battels Fought, in Italy! O praiſe 

the Lord, who was the Lord of the Hoſts of our Al- 

hes, who inſpir'd them with Conduct and. Bravery, 
and ſucceeded both. The French and Spariſh Flota, 
the Cargo, and Hopes of both Nations, Broken ang “ 
Sunk, Burnt and Taken, at F7go O praiſe the Lord, 
ho rode High Admiral of the Seas, and made one 
of the ſafeſt Harbours in the World, to be a dead 
Gulph of Wrecks and. Ruins to the Enemy, and 
as the Mouth of Ara for Fire and Smoak upon 


them. : 2:4, M IT F; | Err IL 

I This ſurely was not Mans Day, but the Day of the » 
Lord O bleſſed be his Name ! It was a Day for us, 
and not againſt us; like Iſrael's Cloud, dark to the 
s | r 
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Enemy, but bright to us: A Day of Blood and Slaug h- 
ter, of  Olbomineſs and Clouds, of Diſappatntments 151 
Fears, to France and Spain 3 but a Day of Triumph, 
of Rejoicing, and of Hopes, to us, and 'our Allies: 
So many Mercies as are in the Womb of this won- - 
derful Providence, ſo many Reaſons and Obligati- 
ons it contains to praiſe the Lord. = 

God has built himſelf Altars at the Coſt of our 4 
Enemies, and as it were provided himſelf Wood out = 
of their Fleet; but may I not here put Iſaacs Queſti- | 
on, Where's the Sacrifice? Where's the flaming Heart 
to kindle it > Every one ſhould this Day come loaded 
with Thank-offerings : The pooreſt of you may now. 
bring a more acceptable Oblation to.God than Silver 
or Gold. 

Let every one of us this Day bring our od? 
Luſts, and hew down the Lord's Enemies before him, 
as he has hew'd down ours: Eet that God Conquer 
us at Home, who has made us Conquerers Abroad: 
O that we could truly ſay! This Day, Lord, thy 
Kindneſs has ſubdued more Hearts to thee, than our 
Sword and Cannon have ſubdued Towns and F orts - 
to us. 

When Eſchines ſaw every one preſenting his Maſter 
_ Socrates with great Gifts, and he had nothing to teſti- 
fie his Gratitude for the Pains he had taken with him, 
he came and gave himſelf to him : The moſt orateful | 
Preſent you can make the Glorious God, is incerely - 
to devote your ſelves to his Service. 

It will be the moſt Subſtantial Teſtimony of our 
Thankfulneſs to ceaſe from provoking God, and to 
ſhew forth his Praiſe in a Sober, Righteous, and Godly, . | 
_ Converſation : The beſt. Thank-offrings any; of Bl 

2 Us > | 


„ 


- 
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us can leave upon God's Altar, are Penitent, Con- 
_ trite Hearts for paſt Sins, and Reſolved Hearts for 
4 better Obedience in time to come: This will be but 
to live as the People whom he has made, in many re- 
marllable Inſtances, the peculiar Care of his Providence 
And then who knows but he may ſtill leave a Ble{ſing 
behind him, even a Meat Offering, and a Drink Offering, 
to the Lord our God, that we may eat in Plenty, and be | 
atis d, and praiſe the Name of the Lord our God, — 
that has dealt Wonderfully with us, Joel 2. 14, 26, * 
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Page 19, line 23. read When we thought that Mercy towards us was exhauſted. 
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